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The Designer’s Way:
Creating Gardens (and Lives)
of Beauty and Meaning

Julie Moir Messervy

Throughout her long career as a garden and landscape

designer, author, and presenter, Julie Moir Messervy has

always sought to create landscapes that resonate with

beauty and meaning. In this talk, she shares the
principles and processes she lives by, for visioning,
designing, and building personal and private landscapes. Using her firm’s projects as case studies, she
interweaves personal stories with design theory and perspectives, as well as befores and afters and tips
that apply to creating a beautiful garden and living a joyful life.

Julie Moir Messervy’s vision for composing landscapes of beauty and meaning is furthering the
evolution of landscape design and changing the way people create and enjoy their outdoor
surroundings. With over three decades of experience, nine books, and numerous high-profile lectures,
Messervy is an innovative leader in landscape and garden design theory and practice. Messervy’s most
recent book is New Landscaping Ideas That Work (The Taunton Press, January 2018).

Messervy studied landscape design with eminent Japanese garden master Kinsaku Nakane in
Kyoto, Japan, first as a Henry Luce Scholar, and then as a Japan Foundation Fellow. She received a
Bachelor of Arts degree from Wellesley College and Master of Architecture and Master in City Planning
degrees from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.

Messervy is the principal of Julie Moir Messervy Design Studio JMMDS) in Saxtons River,
Vermont, creators of public and private gardens around the country. With their Home Outside®
landscape design app and award-winning Home Outside online design service, Julie and JMMDS are
pioneering new ways to bring good landscape design to homeowners everywhere.
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#9 PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE £

Dear Fellow Gardeners,

It’s not only a new year, it’s a new decade. This past one flew by — this decade will be no different.
What it makes me think about is the need to think long term about our gardens and landscape. Are we planning
for 2030 as well as today? I find it hard to focus beyond ten years, but we probably should be thinking about
2050. Are we choosing plants that will support pollinators, birds and wildlife as well as being beautiful? Are
we thinking about rising water levels and how they’ll affect our coastline as well as our private spaces? Are we
planting trees that will thrive in their original locations to reach their genetic full sizes? These are some of the
things I’m trying to think about as well as my short-term plans for the garden. I avoided doing the tally of
successes and failures at the end of 2019 so I could focus on the holidays and plant the last of the bulbs. Now’s
a good time to start thinking about what would make a big difference, a bit before I get seduced with the seed
and plant catalogues that are on their way if not here already.

I’'m thrilled that Julie Moir Messervy will be speaking to us this month, as she helps people to focus on
the spirit of the garden and our deeper needs, as well as the plants and design. Hope to see you at our January
lecture.

Happy garden dreams,
Hiee
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llex opaca - American Holly

When | gardened upstate, in Zones 4/5, | envied family and friends who gardened in Zones 6 and warmer
because of the hollies they could grow. Yes, | could grow blue hollies, the Meserve hybrids, if winter sun, wind
and deer were avoided, but somehow they just didn’t compare to American holly or the many Asian and
European hybrids | admired in New Jersey and Long Island.

Officially hardy in Zone 5, American holly (llex opaca) never grew well for me upstate. On Long Island,
where it is native, this holly is easy to grow, despite its intolerance of harsh winds. Perhaps that’s why we often
find it here along woodland edges and the perimeters of protected swamps.

From Massachusetts to Florida, American holly usually grows from 15 to 30 feet tall and 10 to 15 feet
wide, though it can grow taller and wider. In youth, it has a conically pyramidal outline that slowly becomes
irregular and picturesque with great age.

Like all hollies, American holly is dioecious, meaning there are male and female plants and both are
necessary for fruit production. Its small, dull-white, 4-petalled flowers bloom in late spring and are a favorite of
honey bees and other pollinators.

No doubt, the first settlers along the east coast valued its evergreen leaves and bright red berries as good
omens and symbols of enduring life in the midst of winter and gathered boughs to decorate houses during the
Christmas holidays, just as they had gathered the leaves and berries of English holly. They also prized its dense
wood for inlays and marquetry on fine furniture.

Today, American holly is mostly valued as a landscape tree. Though not considered to be as attractive as
other hollies, with their shiny, dark green leaves, American holly has one advantage over its Asian and European
cousins: deer do not eat it. | know some of you out there will disagree, but in general, it remains untouched,
even in winter and even when sited along trails daily used by deer. A highly variable species, varieties with
atypically lustrous leaves and abundant berry production have been selected and propagated from cuttings and
grafts. Both the National Arboretum and Rutgers University have had breeding programs and introduced
selections like ‘Jersey Prince,” ‘Jersey Princess’ and ‘Merry Christmas.” These are generally preferred for planting
over dull-leaved seedlings, though seedlings often grow faster than varieties and are more commonly available in
the nursery trade. Both seedlings and varieties resent transplanting in large sizes and can take 2 years or more to
recover.

Even though it has a preference for moist woods and forest bottomlands, American holly tolerates a wide
range of soil conditions, including coastal dunes, but it does not like its roots to be waterlogged. Plant in full sun
or part shade for best results. It’s a great tree for woodland gardens, but too much shade causes foliage to lose
density.

Insect pests include holly leaf miner and scale among others
and various leaf spot diseases can be a problem. Birds love the fruits
in winter, so consider planting 2 or 3 or more as a natural, year-round
screen that will bring color and joy to your winter garden and provide
food for our feathered friends.

If you want to see American holly growing in the wild, you
may visit one of Peconic Land Trust’s preserves in Amagansett, like
Silver Beech or High Point. We have them at Bridge Gardens, too,
but none are mature. You don’t even have to come into the Gardens
to see them. There are a couple dozen planted a few years ago in the
woodland buffer along Mitchell Lane and they are big enough to see
during a drive-by. We planted a few more this year inside the gates
and we have some very small, but thriving varieties along the south
border.

Rick Bogusch





https://www.metrohort.org/calendar/plant-o-rama
https://www.metrohort.org/calendar/plant-o-rama
http://hahgarden.org
https://www.metrohort.org/calendar/plant-o-rama
https://www.metrohort.org/calendar/plant-o-rama
http://hahgarden.org

H A H W0 I“kShO p Why our local waters are worth Protcctins!

From Plankton to Whales -
Why our Waters are Worth Saving

Saturday, February 8, 2020
10:00am — 12:00pm

Location: The HAH LoGerfo Library at the Bridgehampton Community House,
Entrance on the School Street side of the building just off the parking lot.

Chris Paparo, “The Fish Guy”

Born and raised on Long Island (New York), Chris Paparo has been exploring the wilds of the Island for
over 30 years. As the owner of Fish Guy Photos, he is a wildlife photographer, writer and lecturer who
enjoys bringing public awareness to the diverse wildlife that calls the island home. His passion for
coastal ecology, fishing and the outdoors led him to obtain a BS in Marine Science from LIU/
Southampton and he currently manages the new Marine Sciences Center at the Southampton campus of
Stony Brook University.

An award winning member of the Outdoor Writers Association of America and the New York State
Outdoor Writers Association, Paparo is a freelance writer for several fishing and wildlife related
publications. Although his work tends to focus on marine life, everything in the natural world is fair
game. Follow Paparo's adventures on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, Vimeo and YouTube at
@fishguyphotos or by visiting his website at www.fishguyphotos.com

Cost: $5 members  $10 non-members Payment to be made by 2/1/2020

Please sign me up for the “From Plankton to Whales” Workshop on Saturday, February 8, 2020, at the
HAH LoGerfo Library.

Name(s)

Phone (cellpreferred)

E-Mail

| would like to purchase tickets: $5 Member $10 Non-Member
Total amount:

Questions: Call Marie DiMonte at 631-728-0292 or Email osprey23 @optonline.net
Please make checks payable to HAH and mail to HAH, PO Box 202, Bridgehampton, NY 11932,
Attention: Workshops, no later than 2/1/2020.




All lectures are free to members, $10 for not-yet-members. June 14 — Bill Cullina — What do you Mean I'm Not a

Memberships start at $45. Please join us! Perennial?! Native Shrubs & Small Trees for Perennial
Companionship

January 12 — Julie Moir Messervy — The Designer s Way: There are no lectures in July or August

Creating Gardens (and Lives) of Beauty and Meaning September 13 — Lori Chips — Troughs: Gardening in the

February 9 — Chris Woods — Gardenlust: A Botanical Tour of Smallest Landscape

the World's Best New Gardens October 18 — Judith Tankard — Gardens of the Arts & Crafis

March 8 — Stephen F. Byrns — Untermyer: A Garden for the Movement

World November 8 — Margery Daughtery — Battling Diseases in the

April 5 — Tony Avent — My Favorite 100... Perennials I Garden

Wouldn't Garden Without December 13 — David Culp — A Bountiful Year: Six Seasons of

May 3 — Lois Sheinfeld — Outstanding Trees for the Home Beauty from Brandywine Cottage

Garden

Friday, January 17, Toxic Free Landscapes: A Professional Seminar, hosted by Lake Agawam Conservancy 10 am - 2:30 pm,
FREE event - rsvp and more info here https://www.paperlesspost.com/go/PKkA6WghNgJOQJUDIM46

Wednesday, January 22, 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm. Wave Hill Lecture Series. Heroes of Horticulture - Americans Who
Transformed the Landscape: A Horticultural Lecture by Barbara Paul Robinson. New York School of Interior Design, 170
East 70th Street, New York, NY 10021 $27 for Wave Hill members $3O non-members. For more information and to
purchase tickets: https:
lecture-barbara-paul- roblnsonz

Thursday, January 30, 10:00 am to 11:30 am. Deborah Nevins: East End, Long Island (part of The New York Botanical
Garden's 20th Annual Winter Lecture Series: The Garden Came First). Ross Lecture Hall on the NYBG campus. $32 for

members, $35 for non-members. For more info and to register: https://www.nybg.org/event/2020-winter-lecture-series/
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