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The Lawn — a Brief History

» Closely shorn grass lawns “green carpets” first appeared in England and
France in the late 16™ Century at the homes of large, wealthy landowners

» Replacing agricultural land / sheep meadows around the house (estate)
» Demonstrating wealth and status
» Lawn mowers . ..

= [830 First mower infroduced by Edwin Budding

» 1870 First human pushed mower

» 1921 First gas powered mover

» 1938 Toro launches a power mower
= | awns come to America

= Bowling, Golf, Tennis, Parks, Estates

» Rapidly expanding after WWII with the development of suburbs




A Brief History — continued

= Today
» The most grown crop in the U.S.
» 43,000 square miles = size of Texas
» A $20B industry
=» On Average, we...
» Spend 70 hours / year on lawn care
= Burn 800 million gallon of gas / year on lawn care
= Not native to America
» Kentucky Blues - from Europe and Northern Asia
» Bermudas - from Africa
®» /oysias — from East Asia
= Thus, requiring
» watering, fertilization, pesticides
= None of it edible



Changing Ordinances

FROM.. ..
»  Southampton Village Code § 41-5Duty of owner as to land abutting sireets

= No owner of land fron’rin% or abutting on a street orroad in the Village of
Southampton shall permit any growth of brush, grass or weeds to a greater height
than five inches. . . Such brush, grass, weeds or rubbish shall be cut, trimmed or
removed as often as may be necessary to comply with the foregoing provisions of this
section. .. Failure to comply will . . .

» Minnesota will Pay Homeowners to Make Their Lawns Bee-Friendly with Bee-
Friendly Wildflowers, Native Grasses, and Clover

= The Peconic Estuary Partnership (PEP) will provide financial rewards for
homeowners who remove turf and pavement, and add green alternatives to
their properties that benefit the environment

» WwWww.peconicestuary.org/what-you-can-do/homeowner-rewards-program

= Similar legislation & ordinances are being infroduced across the country to

» Reduce water consumption and pollution, achieve sustainability goals, and to protect
endangered species



https://ecode360.com/5128815
http://www.peconicestuary.org/what-you-can-do/homeowner-rewards-program

Geftting Started . . .

» Go Organic / Stop all pesticide use

» www.xerces.org/pollinator-conservation/natural-lands
®» Reduce mowing frequency

» Bi-weekly / 3 -4" tall

» Video
» Dedicate less area to lawn

» Plant diverse native plants

» Use lawn alternatives

» Ground covers, native grasses,

®» Be messy and provide habitat
= se mulch wisely / Allow bare soil to support ground nesting pollinators
= Do fall clean up in the spring

=» Manage and remove invasive and non-native species



http://www.xerces.org/pollinator-conservation/natural-lands
https://youtu.be/JpawZgAKAiI
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Design considerations

Available space / Siting

» Full and direct sun

= Min. 3" by 3’ clusters

» Min. 3 different plants for each season (Spring / Summer / Fall)
Pollinator Pathways
Water source

» Shallow basin with a few rocks as ‘resting place’
Architectural features
Reduced Light pollution
Comfortable chair to observe and enjoy




Site Preparation




Plant Selection

Pollinators

» Consider keystone plants

» Oaks support 557 species

» Select 'straight’ Natives “
» 5% of native plants provide 75% of caterpillar food

» 4% of native plants provide 90% of caterpillar food
» Cultivars attract the more common pollinators

» How about ‘less desirable plants’ . ..
» Clover, Dandelion, Dill, Parsley, Fennel,

» Start with Pollinators in mind

» Endangered species
=  Which pollinators are you trying to attract
» NYS Department of Environmental Conservation

» www.dec.ny.gov/natureexplorer/app/location/town/results.”7

= NYS Pollinator Pathway

» www.dec.ny.gov/docs/wildlife pdf/pollinatorpathway.pdf

» Xerces Society

»  www.xerces.org/sites/default/files/publications/21-038 02 Parks-Guidelines web-screen.pdf



http://www.dec.ny.gov/natureexplorer/app/location/town/results.7
http://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/wildlife_pdf/pollinatorpathway.pdf
http://www.xerces.org/sites/default/files/publications/21-038_02_Parks-Guidelines_web-screen.pdf




NYS Dept of Environmental Conservation




NYS Pollinator Pathway

Chokeberry (Aronia spp) ‘What is a Pollinator Pathway P

White flowers in A Pollinator Pathway is a

E’;ﬁﬁ’t‘_ - series of gardens with native Pouinator
plant species that form a

?’:ig::;;:;’ COESE di.stipclive vegetative path Pathway

Late spring blooms, within an urban lz'lndscape P .

edime%er?ies_ that provides habitat for I OJeCt

Height- 8’

pollinators, while also
reducing the susceptibility of
the urban landscape to the

Dogwood (Cornus spp)

White flowers in

spring. introduction of invasive
Height- 10’ . .
species (any non-native
Eastern Ninebark species that causes harm to
(Physocarpus opulifolius) 5
) the economy, environment
Attractive bark.
Height- 9’ and or human health).
Elderberry (Sambucus You can help this pr(.)Ject by
canadensis) planting pollinator friendly
white blooms in early native species (some are
SH“e’iT;’:teri g,d'b'e fruit. showcased 1n this brochure)
in your own garden! To
Meadowsweet

participate contact the
Blooms mid to late Pollina'tor Pathway Project
summer, white Coordinators Below:

(Spiraea alba)

SLELO PRISM

“Teaming up to stop the

flowers. Height- 5’ i i spread of
Project Coordinators: Invasive species”
Raspberry and Megan Pistolese: 315-387-3600 ext. 7724
Blackberry (Rubus megan.pistolese@tnc.or
spp)

Sue Gwise: 315-788-8450 ext. 243

Edi_ble berries;. Sig42@cornell.edu
Height- 6 -10’




Source: Xeres Society hitps://xerces.org/sites/default/files/publications/21-038 02 Parks-Guidelines web-screen.pdf



https://xerces.org/sites/default/files/publications/21-038_02_Parks-Guidelines_web-screen.pdf

Creating a Meadow

» Site Analysis

» | ght exposure, soil type

» Grade, topography
» Site Preparation
= Plant Selection

» Seed mixes / tool kits
» Up to 1/3 grasses / sedges

» Plantfing Techniques
» Fall seeding

®» On-Going Management
= Avoid fertilization

®» Mow every other year




Spread the word

» Talk to Neighbors, Landscapers / Yard maintenance
= Put up asigns
» Host a native Plant Garden Party

= Swap native plants with neighbors

» Creating Pollinator corridors
» Join / support Pollinator Initiatives
» Encourage village and town boards to adopt ‘native planting’ resolutions
= Participate in Public Events




Bee Recognized

» Certify your Monarch Garden
» 3 different butterfly nectar plants
» 3 different caterpillar food plants

» wWwWwW.NABA.org

» Commit fo 2 out of 3 for the Birds

= Plant 2 native plants for every 3
®» Remove invasives
» Use no pesticides

» WwWww.234birds.org

» Join the Homegrown National Park

» WWW.homeagrownNationalPark.org



http://www.naba.org/
http://www.234birds.org/
http://www.homegrownnationalpark.org/




My Projects for 2022

= [ awn
» Raise mower blade to 3"
» Water and mow less frequently
» Create space for pollinator lawn
» Experiment with sod removal

» |nstall 3 planter boxes
» Clover / Dandelion
= Herbs

» Seed mix / native grasses

» Add plants to pollinator garden
ared

» Plan for 2023



Resources

List of nurseries selling native plants
» Www.QuogueWildlifeRefuge.org

Native Plant finder by the National
Wildlife Federation

» Www.NWF.org/NativePlantFinder

Pollinator Action plans

» www.lincolnconservation.org/pollinators/to
olkits

Long Island Native Plant Inifiative

» Www.linpi.org

Lower Hudson Partnership for Regional
Invasive Species Management

» www.lhprism.org

North American Butterfly Association

» WwwWW.NABA.org



http://www.quoguewildliferefuge.org/
http://www.nwf.org/NativePlantFinder
http://www.lincolnconservation.org/pollinators/toolkits
http://www.linpi.org/
http://www.lhprism.org/
http://www.naba.org/

Credits

Minnesota Board of Water Supply
The Lincoln Land Conservation Trust, Lincoln, MA

» Www.lincolnconservation.org

The Xeres Society
The NYS Department of Environmental Conservation
The Long Island Native Plant initiative

The world wide web . . .

And many more . ..


http://www.lincolnconservation.org/

Thank you . ..




